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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the correction instruction" in line 1. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the correction instruction" in line 1. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hitotsui 



(2002/0021629). 
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As to claim 1 , Hitotsui discloses a management information correction device for 
a recording medium on which data and management information for managing playback 
or recording operation of the data are recorded, the device comprising: 

management information holding means for holding the management information 
recorded in the recording medium (Page 9, 1f0184); and 

correction control means for after data is newly recorded to the recording 
medium, correcting an abnormal portion of the management information corresponding 
to the newly recorded data with reference to the management information held in the 
management information holding means (Page 12, 110240 & Page 13, U0256). 

As to claim 2, Hitotsui discloses the device of claim 1 , wherein the correction 
instruction information from the correction manipulation means includes updating 
instruction information for updating management information on the recording medium 
(Page 13,110256), and 

the correction control means updates the management information on the 
recording medium to the corrected management information corresponding to the 
current recording medium in response to the correction instruction information from the 
correction manipulation means (Page 13, 1f0257). 

As to claim 3, Hitotsui discloses the device of claim 2, further comprising 
detection means for detecting the setting state of recording permit/prohibit setting 
means placed on the recording medium for setting whether recording is permitted or 
prohibited (Page 12, U0245), 
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wherein the correction control means does not update the management 
information on the recording medium to the corrected management information 
corresponding to the current recording medium when the detection means detects that 
the recording permit/prohibit setting means is in the recording prohibit state (Page 12, 
H0251). 

As to claim 4, Hitotsui discloses the device of claim 2, wherein the correction 
manipulation means can output correction instruction information for selecting whether 
or not to execute the correction of an abnormal portion of the management information 
corresponding to the current recording medium held in the management information 
holding means with reference to the management information in the initial state and the 
updating of the management information on the recording medium to the corrected 
management information (Pages 14-15, 1J0288). 

As to claim 5, Hitotsui discloses the device of claim 2, wherein the correction 
instruction information output from the correction manipulation means includes return 
information for selectively instructing whether or not to return the current management 
information on the recording medium, which has been updated, to the management 
information before the updating (Page 13, 1J0257) 

the management information holding means keeps holding the current 
management information from the recording medium (Page 13, 110256, lines 3-5), and 

the management information control means updates the management 
information on the recording medium and thereafter updates again the management 
information to the management information before the updating when the return 
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information is included in the correction instruction information from the correction 
manipulation means (Page 13, 1J0256, lines 5-7). 

As to claim 6, Hitotsui discloses the device of any of claims 1 , 2, 3 and 4, further 
comprising playback manipulation means for outputting playback instruction information 
instructing playback of data starting from a data recording start position when playback 
operation based on the management information fails after the correction of the current 
management information from the recording medium held in the management 
information holding means (Page 13, 1J0272), 

wherein the correction control means performs playback of data starting from the 
data recording start position on the recording medium in response to the playback 
instruction information from the playback manipulation means (Pages 13-14, 1T0274- 
H0278). 

As to claim 7, Hitotsui discloses the device of any of claims 1 , 2, 3 and 4, further 
comprising recording manipulation means for outputting recording instruction 
information instructing recording of data starting from a data recording start position 
when recording operation based on the management information fails after the 
correction of the current management information from the recording medium held in 
the management information holding means (Page 13, 1J0272), 

wherein the correction control means performs recording of data starting from the 
data recording start position on the recording medium in response to the recording 
instruction information from the recording manipulation means (Page 1 1 , ^0227). 
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As to claim 8, Hitotsui discloses the device of claim 1 , wherein when a header 
address included in the management information corresponding to the current recording 
medium is abnormal, the header address is corrected to a header address included in 
the management information in the initial state (Page 13, 1J0269-U0273). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHARLES EHNE whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
2471 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (571)-272-3645. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Robert W. Beausoliel, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 21 13 



